SRR President’s Report Summer 2010
SRR continues to thrive. Its membership is steady and the finances are healthy. We have held two excellent meetings in 2010. Our thanks to Prof Saxton, Sheffield Hallam University and all the presenters for making it a very successful meeting.
Future Meetings. Our next meetings will be at

· Winter 2011 – Cardiff. Our 2nd ever Welsh SRR Meeting, hosted jointly with Bangor University with symposia on “Synthesising evidence in rehabilitation: challenges and new approaches” a “Generating evidence for practice: an Australian perspective”. Details are on the website 
· Summer 2011- Keele University a joint meeting with BSRM with a focus on “moving into the community” 

· Winter 2012 – Glasgow Caledonian University hosted by Dr Marian Brady 

· Summer 2012 – Leeds Metropolitan University hosted by Dr David Punt
Format of future meetings: Attendance at the Summer meetings, has been a concern for several years. Although the meetings have broken even in financial terms and the smaller group of delegates makes for more relaxed and in-depth discussion of the research and symposia topics, there is some question about whether the amount of work that goes into organising the events and in preparing presentations is justified for a small audience.  The next summer meeting will be run jointly with BSRM at Keele. We do not propose to change this as the joint meetings always boost attendance, the programme is  decided,  and it would be difficult to accommodate both organisations needs in a shorter meeting. However following the summer meeting (2011) we will consider whether a shorter meeting might be more appropriate. Council would welcome members’ views about their preferred format. Please contact Sarah Tyson (S.tyson@salford.ac.uk) or Nigel Harris (n.harris@bath.ac.uk) 

One group who are less frequent attendees of SRR than in the past are clinicians, particularly AHPs and nurses. It is felt that lack of funding for study which is perceived to not directly relate to clinical practice is one reason for this. To help members make the case to attend SRR Louise Connell has prepared a document which relates attending SRR to the KSF criteria. It can be found on the website. 

Membership  of Council. We will have two vacancies on SRR’s council at the winter meeting in January 2011. If anyone would like to join Council please contact Patricia Dziunka (patricia.dziunka@srr.org.uk) . As we would like to maintain a broad multi-disciplinary representation we would particularly welcome applications from medics.  Dr Louise Connell has kindly agreed to continue in the new role as PRO for two years which will now become one of the additional roles in Council. 
Matters arising from the Council Meeting: 

· As part of our role as a charity we need to demonstrate engagement with our ‘stakeholders and community’, which we are able to do amply, but doing so has raised some debate about how we do this. The most immediate outcome was the development of the public relations officer role within council and we are now actively promoting SRR at other major events such as the UK stroke Forum and BSRM. We are investigating other events which we might also target. If you know of any such please let Patricia know (patricia.dziunka.@srr.org.uk). We have lots of thought about the remit of SRR and thought it would be useful to have some information about what rehabilitation is all about on the website, particularly for lay people who might come across us. To this end Dr Chris Burton has drafted a definition which makes clear that rehabilitation is more than limiting impairments and brings in the wider context including social care etc. It has been posted on the website and on JISC Mail and comments are welcomed  

· In the last year SRR has formed an alliance with the European Federation of Rehabilitation Research (http://www.efrr.org/index.htm ), which has been forged by Dr Nigel Harris who is our representative on the Council. They are also preparing a position Paper about the definition of rehabilitation so we will be forwarding our document to them for incorporation.  The next meeting of EFRR will be in May 2011 at Lake Garda, Italy.  The EFRR are developing criteria for awarding prizes and using the criteria and procedure we have developed for the Verna Wright prizes as a template. 
· We have also been looking at the impact SRR can have. Dr David Punt has gallantly audited the SRR presentation (the ones which were published in Clinical Rehabilitation since 2004) to see how many converted to full publications. To date 58% of the presentations have been published which compares very favourably with other clinical academic organisations and demonstrates who being involved in SRR can be a springboard to further academic success. We are approaching Prof Wade, the editor of Clinical Rehabilitation, to see if we can write an editorial on the impact of involvement in academic societies.  
· We have also been invited by the International Journal of Therapy and Rehabilitation to do an editorial about SRR and a review of the experience of attending.  Ali Gibson of UCLAN has kindly agreed to take this on. 

· At the last business meeting we discussed whether there should be an option for SRR to cover the registration fees for senior members of council if members were not in a tenured post and would have to pay the registration out of their own pocket. This had been accepted; however on reflection Council felt that it was more likely that it was the ‘ordinary members’ of council who were more likely to be in non-tenured posts. We therefore propose that this fee waiver option should be made equally available to all members of Council. If you have any comments please contact Patricia (patricia.dziunka@srr.org.uk )
· On the political front - many of us have been struggling to deliver clinical rehabilitation research because of difficulties getting service providers (acute trusts and PCTS) to agree to cover the treatment costs. This is thought to be a particular problem for complex interventions as opposed to drug trials. We will therefore be approaching other organisations which involved in clinical research of complex interventions to lobby for a review of procedures for paying for clinical research with a view to obtaining more flexibility for the payment of treatment costs.  Please let me know your thoughts and experience (s.tyson@salford.ac.uk) 
· Finally, several of our banners are missing. We only have one left. We think they have probably been left behind at recent meetings. If you have a banner or know one how has, please contact Patricia and we will arrange to collect them.
Sarah Tyson SRR President July 2010 
